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“It’s not just a Marywood
University project,” said Till. “It’s
designed to follow a formula.”

Currently, there are about
70-80 children enrolled in the
program, which offers low cost
string tuition to students from the
local community. Till notes that
most students mvolved mn this
program wouldn’t otherwise have
access to such an opportunity.

“(The student teachers) have
a chance to change kids’ lives
through - the program -and that
really transforms the experience
for our own students.” said Till.

That experience, to Till,
is one of the most rewarding
parts of the program. The String
Project serves as a teaching lab
for students within the department
where string and music education
majors, under the supervision of
string music faculty members,
‘can serve as student teachers and
assistants in the program.

“I think what’s really unique
about the whole program is that
it creates a tight bond between
undergrads, faculty, and students
because there’s so much contact
time,” said Till. “Plus, 1t’s
incredibly rewarding to see our
undergrads develop as teachers
and see that development come
alive in the children.”

So what made Marywood
University’s approach unique?
Till attributes the program’s
success to the use of the Taubman/

According to Till, this partnership
has opened the door to even more
opportunities for collaboration

between composers and the String

Project, which is highly unusual
but a wonderﬁxl Opponumty
nonetheless. | |

“The original piece by David
McGrew generated a lot of
positive energy and excitement In
the company,” said- Till. |

. On February 17, Till traveled
to Santa Clara, Califorma to
accept the award and give a
presentation on the Taubman/
Golandsky Approach as part
of the National String Project
Consortrum’’s presentations
during the 2010 ASTA National
Conference. In addition, Till
also gave a presentation on the
approach to teaching strings In
February at the Umversity of the
Arts in Philadelphia, PA.

- On winning the award, Till
says that it really changed the
way both the members of the
String Project and the community
view the magic that happens
in the classrooms of the Sette
LaVerghetta Center for the
Performing Arts.

“This shifts the perspective
of those involved in the Sfring
Project and really shows that we
go beyond the region,” said Till.
“It also broadens the perspective

of what we’ re doing and what 1t’s
worth 7

The Focus Festival

April 21st
0am-4pm

is a day of attention

testing and improving activities where the
grand prize is won by playing mindball
'w‘hich is literally tug o war with your

brain. No hands involved.

Food, music, information,

games, and prizes will

be available. Look for
upcoming details!
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